


In my online class, the aspect of Discussion 
Board activities that I like most is _______?

PLEASE TYPE YOUR RESPONSE IN THE CHAT
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In my online class, the aspect of Discussion 
Board activities that I dislike most is _____?

PLEASE TYPE YOUR RESPONSE IN THE CHAT
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What is VoiceThread?

VoiceThread offers a natural online interaction
that lends itself to students presenting and
defending their work before experts and peers.
It seems reasonable that an environment that
provides an easy way for students to listen to
and add to the work of their peers may
encourage more authentic peer assessment.

Educause Learning Initiative 2009
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just what is Voicethread?One of the best free tools available to teachers and students who are learning with the world rather than about the world is Voicethread.  Known as a “group audio blog,” Voicethread allows users to record text and audio comments about uploaded images.  An interactive multimedia tool that allows users to communicate with each other by commenting around images, documents, and videos. Users can leave comments by using text, phone, microphone, video (via a webcam), or an audio file upload.Voicethread has two distinct advantages for classrooms: 1. Voicethread is Asynchronous:  That means that users can work on and enjoy Voicethread presentations at any time—even if their “partners” are sleeping a million miles away!   2. Voicethread is Engaging:  Let’s face it—sometimes working with partners or digital pen pals can be pretty boring.  After all, email and discussion boards are nothing more than written text.  Voicethread gives users something interesting to talk about—pictures!  What’s more, being able to actually hear one another makes digital communication through Voicethread much more personal. 



What is VoiceThread?

Let’s look at a learning activity that features a
medical case study related to radiology using
VoiceThread instead of the Discussion Board.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to take a look at a learning activity that features a medical case study related to radiology. The instructor here chose to use a VoiceThread instead of a Discussion Board.



What is VoiceThread?

http://j.mp/itvt2
6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a moment, I’m going to load a Web Tour mode, and the VoiceThread will load in it. Once it loads, like the example on the screen, I want you to click the Play button underneath the slide in the center in order to start playing the comments. While they are playing, I want you to listen, and look at the bubbles that pop up along the outside. Some of these bubbles indicate audio playing, and some of them will contain typed text that you will have to read.For context, the instructor has already given students a hypothetical patient named Fred (he appears in the corner wearing that snappy alpine outfit), and he now visiting the Emergency room. Let’s listen to the instructor preface the situation, and then listen and read the students’ comments. Remember, click the play button in the center once it loads. I’ll let you listen for a few minutes, and then I’ll direct us back to our training slides. If you need help playing the comments, please use the text chat on the left and I will assist you there.https://voicethread.com/?#q.b4198048.i21432793orhttp://j.mp/itvt2



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Compare the friendlier, humanizing qualities of this student introduction VoiceThread, compared with a text-only Discussion Board. Notice the avatars with profile photos. In the example that we just watched, did you notice anything about the physical arrangement of the avatars, representing the students, their comments, and the lesson topic? And what about the instructor relationship?



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

• Better understanding of visual concepts (3)

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presentation Notes
It’s much easier to foster understanding of visual concepts. For instance, a forensics lesson could use this simulated crime scene slide, and then students could analyze it, and use the doodle comment tool to draw overtop the slide while narrating their doodling with audio. They can demonstrate their thinking through both visual means, in addition to the metacognitive activity of talking through their thought process.Image from http://pacificrimx.files.wordpress.com/2008/05/051908-1632-weekendwork1.png?w=500



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

• Better understanding of visual concepts (3)

• Hearing vocal tone improves understanding of nuances (3)

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presentation Notes
At one point or another, everyone here has probably misinterpreted the subtext of an email that you received, am I right? It’s bound to happen, because typed email lacks any sort of conversational cues. Similarly, many nuances are discarded whenever learners are forced to type their thinking in a text-only Discussion Board. In a VoiceThread, all of those layers of meaning can be restored and used to enrich the discussion. Image from http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5108/5612672460_de0cf72584_b.jpg



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

• Better understanding of visual concepts (3)

• Hearing vocal tone improves understanding of nuances (3) 

• Allows expression regardless of ability (1)

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presentation Notes
As an online instructor, one of my perennial struggles is working with the widely varying writing ability levels. Since almost all assignments in our online courses are written assignments, a student’s performance will depend heavily upon his/her writing ability. But in a VoiceThread, those without advanced writing ability can finally use other tools to prove that they have met the learning outcomes. Image from http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/44/Toolbox_icon_transparent_background.png



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

• Better understanding of visual concepts (3)

• Hearing vocal tone improves understanding of nuances (3) 

• Allows expression regardless of ability (1)

• Peer visibility motivates higher quality work (4) 

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presentation Notes
The VoiceThread format shines a brighter spotlight onto individual students’ contributions to the overall discussion. Since students know that their little avatar will literally take the stage in the discussion, they will be more likely to produce higher quality evidence of their thinking. If students use personal avatars, their classmates are literally staring at them as they contribute to the discussion.Image from http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5131/5438007584_75534da02e_o.jpg



• Increases social presence, sense of community (3)

• Better understanding of visual concepts (3)

• Hearing vocal tone improves understanding of nuances (3) 

• Allows expression regardless of ability (1)

• Peer visibility motivates higher quality work (4) 

• Ability to read+listen+comment at their own pace 
asynchronously (5)

Why Use VoiceThread?
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Presentation Notes
We know that our online courses have the text Discussion Boards. They are at one end of the spectrum of student engagement – let’s say the low end. At the opposite end of the engagement spectrum, there’s our live web conferencing system ClassLive Pro powered by Blackboard Collaborate, which allows us to hold realtime online meetings with audio, video, chat, whiteboard, and a partridge in a pear tree.VoiceThread is a hybrid; it exists somewhere in the middle of spectrum, nestled between the flat, asynchronous discussion board, and the highly dynamic, synchronous web conferencing. It incorporates the highly engaging qualities of the voice and visual nature of the web conferencing end of the spectrum, and blends that with the convenient asynchronous timing of the discussion board end of the spectrum.



Use multiple methods to deliver content (e.g., visual,
textual, kinesthetic, and/or auditory).

Ensure that discussions and assignments require 
critical thinking, core values, and decision making on 
the part of your students. 

Implement activities that encourage your students to 
apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate course 
material.

Provide timely and substantive feedback to your 
students and require their feedback as well.

How Can VoiceThread Align with Saint Leo 
University’s Statement of Expected Pedagogy?

f.

h.

i.

n.
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Presentation Notes
Hopefully you’ve seen Saint Leo University Statement of Expected Pedagogy from Academic Affairs, which contains some of the essentials for Saint Leo instructors. VoiceThread is aligned with several expectations.It’s a way of delivering content through different modalities.If planned carefully, it fosters critical thinking, since students must more carefully plan out their responses.The visual nature of VoiceThread lends itself easily to the careful analysis of course material.And lastly, audio comments can enrich your instructor feedback with emphasis, clarity, and a more caring, human touch. Furthermore, the tools make it easy for students to leave their own clear, caring feedback.



CommentingFinding
Media

Story-
boarding

Topic
Selection

How Do I Plan an Activity with VoiceThread?

Is this the
right tool?

Is it going to 
effectively 
encourage 
collaboration 
and critical 
thinking?

Must 
promote 
conversation 
or debate

Must be 
conveyed 
through 
available 
images.

Emotional 
impact or 
conveying 
information?

Begin with 
the big 
picture. How 
will your 
images, text, 
audio convey 
the message 
to the 
audience?

Flesh out all 
ideas prior to 
gathering 
images or 
other 
multimedia.

Use OER 
search 
engines

Think about 
the impact of 
the image: 
Use 
emotionally-
grabbing 
images or 
political 
cartoons

Increase 
readability of 
PPT slides

Test your mic
to avoid 
garbled audio

Consider 
bringing in a 
guest 
commenter 
using the 
phone 
comment
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Presentation Notes
[…] Guest Commenter: Get the phone number of a field expert. Access your VoiceThread, and then use the phone comment tool, where you’ll enter the other person’s phone number. This person will receive a call and can leave an audio comment, which will be added to your VoiceThread automatically. The field expert need only answer her phone!



Navigating a VoiceThread
VoiceThreads are organized in slides, 
like Powerpoint.

You can skip back and forth between 
slides by clicking the large arrow-
squares on the left and right.

Within each slide, there are 
numerous comments. You can see 
the length of the comments in the 
timeline below the VoiceThread.

Notice the lines separating different 
comments.

You can pause/play and skip 
back/forth between these individual 
comments by using the timeline or 
the comment controls in the center.

Notice the avatars along the edges, 
that denote individual commenters. 
You can click these avatars to 
view/listen to the comment.

To view an index of all of the slides, 
click the slide index button on the 
right.

1

2

3
4

5

6
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More VoiceThread Controls
Notice the VoiceThread title 
and current slide number.

You can view the 
VoiceThread in a fullscreen
window.

From the menu, you can 
share this VoiceThread by 
getting a hyperlink or embed 
code.

If the VoiceThread author 
has allowed it, you can leave 
a comment on the current 
slide.

7
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Commenting on a VoiceThread
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12
13

14

15
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Record an audio comment 
using your computer’s 
microphone.

Type a text comment.

Upload a pre-recorded audio 
comment (MP3 or WAV).

Record a doodle+audio
comment using your 
computer’s microphone and 
doodling with your mouse.

You can enter a US/Canada 
telephone number, and 
VoiceThread will call the 
phone and you can leave an 
audio comment via any 
landline or mobile phone.

Audio comments will appear 
as an animated icon over the 
appropriate avatar.

Text comments will appear 
over the appropriate avatar.

17
17



VoiceThread Ideas: Analysis
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the instructor is focusing on the analysis higher order thinking skill using a piece of art. Students are able to doodle over the image as they talk through their analysis. Metacognition.Image from http://mydisguises.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/star-wars-last-supper.jpg



VoiceThread Ideas: Analysis
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the instructor is having students analyze a poem.



VoiceThread Ideas: Analysis
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Presentation Notes
Remember that, in order to make VoiceThread an effective learning tool, you must have content that fosters discussion or debate. In this example, the instructor has chosen a political cartoon from the Cagle site (linked from our voicethread resources site, which we’ll see later) that compels them to think about and react to the topic – in this case, Putin’s management of the Sochi Winter Olympics. In this case, it’s not necessarily the technology that is fostering discussion, but rather, the content planned by the instructor.Political CartoonsImage from http://media.cagle.com/216/2014/02/06/144040_600.jpg



VoiceThread Ideas: Evaluation / Application
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, an information technology instructor has selected a purposefully convoluted diagram of a home network, and tasked the class with evaluation of its design. They must apply what they have learned in the textbook and module in order to comment on the diagram. Again, they can doodle on the diagram as they describe their thoughts.Image from http://www.databasewisdom.com/picturepost/images/20100112182723_home_network.png



VoiceThread Ideas: Interpretation

http://j.mp/itvt22

I am going to load a 
VoiceThread that contains an 
example from instructor 
Michelle Pacansky-Brock, who 
uses VoiceThread in her online 
university art classes.

Once it loads, click the play 
button below the slide.

You will listen first to Michelle’s 
preface. Then it will continue 
playing the actual student’s 
comment.

Listen carefully, and think about 
this sort of comment in 
comparison with the typical 
comment on a text discussion 
board.

I will return us to the slideshow 
after about 4 minutes to 
continue our training.
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Presentation Notes
I am going to load a VoiceThread that contains an example from instructor Michelle Pacansky-Brock, who uses VoiceThread in her online university art classes. Once it loads, click the play button below the slide. You will listen first to Michelle’s preface. Then it will continue playing the actual student’s comment. Listen carefully, and think about this sort of comment in comparison with the typical comment you would read on a text discussion board. I will return us to the slideshow after about 4 minutes to continue our training.http://voicethread.com/?#q.b908650.i4963780orhttp://j.mp/itvt22



VoiceThread Ideas: Debate
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This instructor use a graphic related to the topic of global warming, and flood prevention in Manhattan through the proposed construction of levees around the city’s vulnerable areas. To better organize the discussion into a debate, the instructor used one slide for students who wanted to support the levee idea, and a second slide where students against the levee idea would leave their comments. It’s important that the instructor carefully consider the organization of the slides, since they will form the structure for all of the comments.Image from http://www.rebuildbydesign.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2_Hunts-Point.jpg



VoiceThread Ideas: Self-assessment / -reflection
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students can also use VoiceThread to post their own slides, on which they can then post self-reflective or self-assessing comments. Furthermore, their classmates can also reflect on their peer’s work. In this example, a student has taken a business plan powerpoint that he prepared for another assignment, uploaded the slides to a VoiceThread, and then opened up the VoiceThread for comments.



How Do I Access VoiceThread?

Download printable instructions at
http://saintleo.it/voicethread
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
[Application Sharing (impersonate instructor) tour of VoiceThread via LearningStudio – see printable instructions at http://saintleo.it/voicethread]

http://saintleo.it/voicethread


Pedagogical usefulness of an activity
using a technological tool

“is a product of the dynamic between
context, functionality & social setting.” (2)
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Presentation Notes
To conclude, I want us to think again about how the Discussion Board tool compares with the VoiceThread tool. Let’s look at this quote from a study of using asynchronous tools for discussion. In terms of context, discussion boards are pretty much level with VoiceThread – both use topics in the course to get students reflecting and reacting. However, with the other two criteria, functionality and social setting, VoiceThread greatly outshines the discussion board. It’s ability to accept multi-modal comments and visuals, and the organization of learner avatars in relation to the content and each other greatly increases VoiceThread’s usefulness in our courses.

http://www.voicethread.com/media/misc/support/JTECVoiceThread.pdf
http://www.ascilite.org.au/conferences/melbourne08/procs/burden-2.pdf
http://www.uwex.edu/disted/conference/Resource_library/proceedings/28642_10.pdf
http://www.editlib.org/
http://search.proquest.com/pqdtft/
http://search.proquest.com/pqdtft/docview/1467316/


Where Can I Find Support?

http://saintleo.it/voicethread

How-To Printables

How-To Videos

Image Repositories
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Presentation Notes
We’ve setup a VoiceThread resources website with printables and how-to videos to help you use this new tool.  And since we value your time, we’ve even included a section of links to sources for images that you can quickly filter and add to your VoiceThread assignments.  We also encourage you to use the Sample VoiceThread Projects tab to share your own examples of VoiceThreads that you and your students create in your classes. We’d like to spotlight the learning activities happening in your courses, so be sure to share a link with us.
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